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The Hockey Mom Foundation is an all volunteer organization that honors Hockey Moms 
everywhere by raising funds to make one time foundational donations to non-profits 

focused on furthering cancer research, and the care of cancer patients. 
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Hockey Moms support, promote, sustain, and enrich their families, their players, 
their teams and the sport with their steadfast devotion.  They take nothing for 

granted and devote all their might to doing things right.  Excellence is expected and 
rewarded with a sense of achievement that is both affirming and life changing.  

Hockey Moms make the world a better place.  

 
www.hockeymomfoundation.org 
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http://www.hockeymomfoundation.org/


 Foundation Update 
Inspiring, in one word, sums up 2016 for the Hockey Mom Foundation and what it has meant to me 
personally.  As many of you reading this know, my family and I were faced with a difficult challenge at 
the beginning of the year, which lead to my quadruple bypass heart surgery at Cleveland Clinic.  Facing 
one’s mortality brings to the forefront what is really important.  As part of life’s tapestry, the Hockey 
Mom Foundation serves as a vehicle to pay tribute to so many wonderful people in my blessed 
journey.  
 

We lost another kind soul important in my life with the  
passing of Dave Patterson in 2016.  After my surgery,  
Uncle Dave took on the role of Gator Open Tournament  
Director, ensuring that our efforts to honor five special  
Hockey Moms were seamless.  My father and Dave were  
lifelong friends, and I will never forget Uncle Dave’s free flowing hair and spirit – whether in his 
Corvette, Checkmate, or on the golf course.  To feel the unconditional love of two “Men’s Men” was a 
foundation growing up that I appreciate more with each passing day.  
 

The positive energy of the Gators and Hockey Moms continues to inspire the mission of raising a 
bunch of money, contributing to cancer research and cancer patient care, all while having a blast with 
dear friends.  The following events, along with countless others, saw family and friends celebrate life 
and Hockey Moms that hold a special place in our hearts: 

• Brian Craven and family inspired a new logo created by Rodney Boyce’s  
(Pam’s cousin) Class at the Douglas Education Center. 
• We presented our Second Grant, to the Cleveland Clinic’s Patient 
Support Services, “the softer side of cancer.” When the idea for this grant 
was presented to the board, we were touched to find out Brian’s wife 
Pam participated in this program during her battle with Ovarian Cancer. 
• The 2nd Annual Gator Open raised over $6,000. 
• Several inline events were hosted by Brian Craven and Kelly Fisher. 
• Jay Bingham, the Rucinskis, and crew raised funds with toasts, bets, and 
fundraising at squirt tournaments – sweet parent hockey party. 

• Several Hockey Moms and I ran the Akron ½ Marathon, raising funds and awareness. It was a 
glorious fall day with many remarkable emotions (White butterflies were plentiful!) 

 

I am now training for a Buffalo marathon, with a full recovery completed.  I was not much of a runner 
prior to turning 40.  The many long training runs allow deep reflection about special folks that have 
passed on.  Many of those special people inspire the foundation -  Jane Opre, Judy Rechan, Dolores 
Downing , Pam Craven, Dave Patterson,  and my parents, to name a  
few.  The runs also bring into focus whole hearted appreciation for  
the time spent in the present. I very much look forward to spending 
time with many of you at our events during 2017, supporting and  
Celebrating the Hockey Mom Foundation! 

 

Warm Regards, 
 
 
John Duke 
Hockey Mom Foundation Board President 
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A Coach’s Poem 

 
 

The Craven Family celebrating Pam’s life 
during the new logo presentation at the 

Douglas School 

Pam, our everlasting beauty, from 
Brian and the boys, Mark, Allen and 

Jon, dedicated to you as a great 
Hockey Mom: 

 
A Hockey Coach’s Lament 
 
Teacher, mentor, cheerleader 
Counselor, praiser, punisher. 
Wisdom is a given, a must. 
Patience is another, as the 
Wellspring of all tactics  
Drilled into players with practice. 
 
Tough love was never tougher, 
Or deeper. You become the  
Players’ other father and mother. 
 
No tears, no fears allowed 
Above the maddening crowd 
Win, lose or tie 
You must always hold your head high 
As a sportsman in action. 
 
Off the rink you mediate 
Early and late, with parents 
Expecting things beyond reality 
Or complaining undeservedly. 
 
In each player you must mine 
The mountain to find the 
Mother lode of talent hidden inside. 
 
And if you do, the false 
Impression is that it was 
Easy, or meant to be. 
 
But you know better, 
That their names in letters 
On their jerseys mean little 
Unless they etch them each game 
With the true effort you alone 
Must muster from within 
Their reluctant psyches. 
 
Attitude is everything and 
Conviction is the key 
That unlocks potential 
Surprising everyone, 
Especially your players. 
 
No matter how early or how late 
You must always reeducate 
Players who think they own the rink 
And everyone else is a guest. 

Knowing the game is the greatest gift, 
You must teach each player  
How to wrap it up and give it 
And finally, to open it with 
The same youthful energy 
They expend horsing 
Around in the locker room. 
 
The best moment in every game 
Is to see every player 
At the ready in the box 
Before the first puck drops. 
 
Achieving that special moment 
Is itself the greatest reward, 
Like opening a treasure chest 
Of potential each player shares, 
Enriching young lives 
In ways they won’t realize 
Until someday they coach, too. 
 
-Aug. 8, 2010, at State Wars in Chicago 
 Team Florida 1994s  
-AAA Head Coach Brian Craven  

Patient Artwork on display at 
Taussig Cancer Center in 
Cleveland, one of the hospitals 
where Pam received care 

https://www.facebook.com/hockeymomfoundation/


 Page 4 

  Our New Logo 

Logo Presentation, 
Douglas Education Center 

May 4thth, 2016 

Brian Craven with Rodney Boyce and 
his students – THANK YOU for your 
hard work and the inspiring logo! 

The students of Douglas Education Center should be 
proud of the inspiring logo they created.  The logo 
finds a delicate balance of recognizing the cancer 
colors that impact so many hockey moms while also 
celebrating life.  Hockey players and moms both can 
deeply appreciate the joy of winning a championship 
where sticks of the entire team end up in the air.  I 
look forward to the day all our sticks end up in the air 
when we beat cancer. ~John Duke 

Jeff Imbrescia, owner of the 
Douglas Education Center, 
shares his “special bond” 
with the Hockey Mom 
Foundation. During his 
college days, he worked for 
his uncle who owned a 
hockey shop in the Rostraver 
Ice Garden, where the Pens 
practiced at the time. He 
spent some time as a rink rat 
enjoying the hockey culture.  
He also shared that his 
mother passed from lung 
cancer stating “I really feel 
your pain, and everybody’s, 
and I am really proud we 
were involved in this.” He 
then personally made a 
$1000 contribution to the 
Hockey Mom Foundation. We 
Thank Jeff and the Douglas 
Education Center! 
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The Gators Inspiration 

  

2016 Gator Open  
Golf Outing Fundraiser 

 
Thank you to all those who came out to 
support and celebrate a special group of 
hockey moms.  We raised over $6,000 
this year, exceeding last year’s total.   
 
The team of Sean Fitzgerald, John 
Staerker, Kevin Weber, and Al Herdt took 
home the Gator Cup with a shamble  
score of 70. 
 
In addition, thanks to our sponsors, listed  
at  www.hockeymomfoundation.org,  ou 
late tournament director Dave Patterson, 
Kristin Duke, Stephanie and Mike Lock, 
Monica Opdycke, Brandi Rucinski, and 
the many other volunteers  who ensured 
the event's success. 
 

Special Thanks to Towne Auto, Chestnut Hill Country Club & CS 
ComputerSearch for your overwhelming support of the 2016 Gator Open. 

 

The inspiration: A group of Hockey Moms 
nicknamed “The Gators” provided the 
initial inspiration. The group formed a 
friendship through their children, who 
played for the Buffalo Junior Sabres.  
Cancer has taken Jane, Judy, and Ruth too 
early, and Barb’s fight continues.  Their 
love of life and then graceful strength 
through their cancer battles will always  
be remembered.  

 

 

 

 

 

“The Gator Girls” as Uncle Dave affectionately called 
the five women that provide the inspiration for the 
Annual Gator Open. Left to right, Barbara Brown, Liz 
Carone, Ruth Duke, Jane Opre, & Judy Rechan enjoy 
one of  many girlfriends’ vacations. 

https://www.facebook.com/hockeymomfoundation/
http://www.hockeymomfoundation.org/
http://www.chestnuthillgolf.com/
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Financials & Donors 

87% 

 Financial Statements As of 8/31/2016 
 

 
Hat Trick ($1,000 or more) 
• Douglas Education 

Center 
• Kelly  & James Fisher 
• Barons 05 Challenge  

led by Jim Bingham 
 

 

Playmaker ($500 - $999) 
• Towne Ford & the 

Downing Family 
• The Craven Family 

Foundation 
 

Goal ($100 – $499) 
• Jeff & Brandi Rucinski 
• John & Kristin Duke 
• Stephanie Panteck 
• Brian Craven 
• The Estate of Jim and 

Ruth Duke 
• Jim & Tina Cantelupe 

     
 Captain’s Club (up to $99) 
• Melanie & George 

Doorley 
• Patrick Redmon & 

Rachel Solvason 
• Cathy Fort-Currigan 
• Jill Marie Dodge 
• Charles & Deborah 

Flora 
• Kris William & Vanessa 

Hecht 
• Pamela Fischer 
• Heath and Amy 

Sanders 
• Michael Protos 
• Amanda Bratton 
• Rosemary Sauers 
• Elizabeth Olson 
• Terese Zupsansky 
• Lisa & Matthew Moses 
• Chuck Magnuson 
• Mary Magnuson 
• Tiffany Bauman 
• Lori Baum 
• Janine Pape 
• Shannon  Anderson 
• Scott Turner 
• Monica & John 

Opdycke 

Donors in 2016 

ASSETS 

CURRENT ASSETS 

Unrestricted Cash  $   12,334  

Pledges Receivable                 -  

  Total Current Assets       12,334  

TOTAL ASSETS  $   12,334  

LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS 

CURRENT LIABILITIES  $     1,484  

NET ASSETS 

Unrestricted         10,850  

Temporarily Restricted                 -  

  Total Net Assets       10,850  

TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS  $   12,334  

PUBLIC SUPPORT &  REVENUES 

PUBLIC SUPPORT 

Contributions Revenue  $         7,210  

Special Events - Net of Expense             8,110  

TOTAL PUBLIC SUPPORT           15,320  

EXPENSES 

Management & General                670  

One Time Grants           10,000  

  TOTAL EXPENSES           10,670  

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS             4,650  

NET ASSETS - BEGINNING 8/31/15             6,200  

NET ASSETS - ENDING 8/31/2016  $       10,850  

A special Thank you to Jeff, Rodney and the 
students of Douglas Education Center! 



87% 

The Hockey Mom Foundation makes one time grants to 
non-profit causes focused on furthering cancer research 

and the care of cancer patients. 

hockeymomfoundation.org 

http://www.hockeymomfoundation.org/
http://www.hockeymomfoundation.org/

